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In 1930, for example, at the Revisionary Course which
each year closes the school given by the section on
Agricultural Mutual and Co-operative Organisations at
the National Agronomic Institute, he gave, at our
request, a striking lecture on the principles and history
of co-operation. It was one of the finest lectures which he
gave, and also one of the last. Unfortunately, it was never
taken down. He gave an admirable exposition of his
ideas of co-operation in general and the parts to be
played respectively by agricultural and consumers*
societies. After setting out the facts, he did not attempt
to hide that the interest of the consumer seemed to him
a basic one, but that it was necessary at the present time,
in order to attain practical results, and in the general
interests of co-operation itself, to establish an under-
standing and direct exchange between consumers' and
producers' co-operatives, and, perhaps for choice, to
create special consumers' and producers* co-operative
societies of the kind proposed by the Chanal Bill.
Thus Charles Gide, theorist and apostle of co-operation,
which he wished to see organised by the consumers
themselves, was always at the same time keenly interested
in the agricultural co-operative societies. After a period
of formal doubt, he never ceased recommending, through
his lectures and writings, a union between the agricultural
producers* co-operative societies and the consumers'
societies, a union in which he justly saw the only remedy
for the economic crises from which we so often suffer
and for the present crisis which has assailed the whole
universe, and which results in great measure from the
bad organisation of production and exchange.
I had the good fortune to be one of the pupils of
Charles Gide, and one to whom he was good enough to
give many evidences of friendly affection. I had many
opportunities of paying the homage which was due to
him, especially at the Congresses of the National Federa-
tion of Consumers* Co-operatives. At the Congress of
Nancy in 1925 I said: "It is always a pleasure to me to
come and take part in your annual gathering and to find